Borough  of 

Royal  Leamington  Spa 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

BY 

D.  LIVINGSTONE,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

Warwickshire  Combined  Districts 


Xeamtngton  Spa 

TOMES  OF  LEAMINGTON 
1973 


1,  Euston  Square, 
Leamington  Spa. 

2nd  August,  1973. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report 
upon  the  health  of  your  district  during  the  year  1972. 

The  population  grew  by  more  than  500  persons.  The 
number  of  live  births,  however,  is  now  around  threequarters 
of  the  peak  figures  of  the  mid-sixties.  The  death  rate,  when 
locally  adjusted,  favourably  compared  with  the  national  rate. 

Reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  in  multi-occupation 
owes  much  to  frequent  inspections  which  led  either  to  direction 
orders  or  improvement  of  facilities.  The  greater  affluence  of 
many  immigrant  families  may  have  permitted  many  to 
acquire  their  own  property.  Two  owners  were  fined  and  nine 
complaints  were  made  regarding  overcrowding. 

Many  visits  were  made  either  to  settle  improvement 
grant  questions  or  the  probable  term  of  a  mortgage  and 
others  in  connection  with  qualification  certificates,  individual 
unfit  houses  and  areas  in  which  a  high  proportion  of  houses 
were  deemed  to  be  sub-standard  or  unfit.  One  such  area  was 
defined  in  Princes  Street /Comyn  Street  and  recommended 
to  the  Council  for  treatment  as  a  Clearance  Area.  Some 
doubts  were  expressed  and  the  Health  Committee  put  off  a 
decision  in  order  to  allow  further  study  of  the  proposals  and 
communication  with  the  public.  Attention  was  also  given  to 
reports  upon  the  condition  of  properties  in  the  Rushmore 
Street /Rushmore  Place  area  and  to  plans  of  action  for  an 
improved  environment  there. 

A  high  percentage  of  success  was  obtained  both  in  the 
remedy  of  Public  Health  Act  nuisances  and  the  correction 
of  contraventions  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  The  in¬ 
creased  weight  of  meat  and  poultry  condemned  is  due  to 
direct  consignment  of  food  in  sealed  containers. 

In  addition  to  routine  housing  inspection,  requests  were 
made  by  central  government  for  a  I  in  12  house  survey  and 
by  the  County  Planning  Officer  for  a  1  in  25  survey.  By 
adopting  a  1  in  24  ratio  and  standardizing  forms  of  inquiry 
these  tasks  were  achieved  sooner  than  would  have  been 
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possible  if  separated.  Much  useful  information  was  produced. 

During  the  year  a  finding  of  a  high  lead  content  in  water 
revealed  many  water  softeners  had  been  installed  for  domestic 
use  without  the  drinking  supply  being  by-passed.  Where 
there  was  an  amount  of  lead  plumbing,  alterations  in  hydrogen 
ion  concentration  could  give  rise  to  possible  health  hazard. 
With  the  help  of  the  local  press,  warnings  were  given  to 
owners  of  domestic  softeners  and  many  enquiries  wei  e  received 
about  this. 

Upon  hearing  that  executives  of  the  Ford  Motor  Com¬ 
pany  were  to  visit  foundry  plants  in  the  U.S.A.  the  Council 
approved  that  their  Chief  Health  Inspector  should  accompany 
this  party.  After  inspection  of  a  number  of  plants  Mr.  Peel 
made  a  detailed  report  of  great  technical  merit  in  which  the 
pros  and  cons  of  various  technical  methods  were  compared. 
As  a  result  the  Council  was  enabled  to  support  the  conversion 
of  the  Leamington  foundiv  cold  blast  furnaces  to  an  electric 
arc  process.  As  this  is  costly  the  changes  need  to  be  done  in 
stages ;  a  programme  has  been  drawn  up  and  approved  by  the 
Company’s  directors. 

There  was  an  active  programme  of  health  education. 
Besides  a  successful  formal  course  at  Thornbank  to  prepare 
candidates  for  a  certificate  in  food  hygiene,  informal  work  was 
done  with  police  cadets  and  college  students  undertaking 
class  projects.  There  was  an  increase  in  complaints  about 
noise  nuisance.  One  cannot  be  sure  if  these  nuisances  are 
becoming  more  common  or  if  the  public  are  learning  how  to 
make  use  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act. 

My  first  annual  report  to  you  concerned  the  year  of  1950 
so  that  this  is  the  23rd  of  a  long  series.  It  may  indeed  be  the 
last  since  on  31st  March,  1974  this  Council  will  cease  to 
exist  and  my  appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
will  likewise  end.  A  glance  back  through  past  reports  reveals 
that  this  Council  has  long  been  active  in  its  concern  for  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  as  indeed  befitted 
one  of  the  leading  Spas  of  its  day.  As  long  ago  as  1877  the 
Sanitary  Institute  of  Great  Britain  held  its  annual  health 
congress  and  exhibition  at  Leamington  Spa.  Many  of  their 
proceedings  were  recorded  in  their  Journal  now  in  your 
reference  library.  In  his  presidential  address  Dr.  Benjamin 
Richardson,  F.R.S.,  propounded  a  theory,  that  contagious 
diseases  had  a  natural  or  glandular  origin  and  described  the 
germ  theory  as  a  ‘wild  and  false'  hypothesis.  Almost  as  he 
spoKe,  however,  the  pioneer  work  of  Koch,  Neisser  and  other 
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research  workers  had  proved  him  to  be  in  grievous  enor. 
The  vote  of  thanks  was  moved  by  the  eminent  sanitary 
reformer  Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  C.B.,  who  then  said  of  Leam¬ 
ington  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  place  at  all  in  England 
which  was  more  to  the  fore  in  sanitation.  “Any  person  com¬ 
ing  to  Leamington  (he  said)  and  taking  a  residence  may  do 
so  with  security  of  mind  that  he  will  not  be  subject  to  any 
poisonous  disease”.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  this  was  not 
then  the  case  in  some  of  the  large  health  resorts. 

His  confidence  does  not  seem  to  have  been  shared  by 
Dr.  Horace  Swete,  Analyst  to  the  Borough,  who  read  papers 
later  in  the  same  congiess  on  their  new  artesian  water  supply. 
The  Mayor  and  a  few  trusty  followers  had  secured  this  great 
boon  by  promoting  a  deep  boring  close  to  che  existing  Brewery 
well.  They  had  persisted,  amid  mounting  public  opposition 
and  despite  an  earlier  failure,  until  well  over  2  million  gallons 
could  be  pumped  in  a  day.  Tire  history  of  this  enterprise  may, 
Dr.  Swete  wrote,  be  shortly  summed  up.  He  described  the 
Borough’s  water  supplies  thus  in  iris  first  paper:  “An  in¬ 
sufficiently  filtered  river  water,  impure  to  the  eye  and  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  palate;  a  few  cases  of  fever  followed  by  a 
general  panic;  a  general  laudation  of  pure  spring  water  in 
private  wells,  which  analysis  soon  demonstrated  to  be  far 
worse  and  more  polluted  than  the  discoloured  river  water  .  .  . 
the  existence  of  saline  springs  added  difficulties  which  seemed 
insurmountable.  Of  the  private  wells  I  can  say  little  or 
nothing  that  is  good.  Of  139  analysed  by  me  ....  104  were 
so  bad  that  they  have  been  closed  by  the  authorities.” 

Demonstrations  were  given  at  the  same  Congress  of  the 
newly  invented  Bell  telephone  as  well  as  of  many  appliances 
and  pieces  of  sanitary  apparatus.  Some  of  their  specifications 
make  curious  reading  today,  viz.:  “a  dry  earth  commode 
(portable)  for  Bed  or  Dressing  Room  or  house  closet,  moulded, 
stained  deal,  varnished,  and  a  variety  of  stench  traps.” 

Thirty  years  later  in  1907  education  authorities  were 
empowered  to  provide  a  school  health  service  and  an  adoptive 
Act  was  passed  allowing  for  the  statutory  notification  of 
births.  By  March  1908  the  Mayor  called  a  public  meeting 
of  ladies  at  the  Town  Hall  which  led  to  the  formation  of 
The  Leamington  Infants  Health  Society  with  the  aim  of 
helping  young  mothers  to  rear  their  infants.  Soon  the  Society 
was  calling  on  the  Town  Council  to  adopt  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  and  inviting  any  local  mother  to  attend  a  clinic 
held  every  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Albert  Hall  in  Kenilworth 
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Street.  There  infants  could  be  weighed,  talks  were  given  on 
health  and  nursing,  etc.,  and  a  doctor  was  at  hand  for  free 
medical  consultation.  Tea  and  a  bun  were  to  be  had  for  a 
halfpenny  and  free  milk  could  be  given  to  the  needy.  It  was 
not  long  before  the  Society  was  asking  the  Town  Council  for 
a  grant  to  provide  ‘a  thoroughly  trained  nurse’  in  order  to 
combat  the  ignorance  to  which  much  infant  mortality  was 
due.  The  Council  responded  by  engaging  a  Queen’s  Nurse 
to  work  on  the  staff  of  their  M.O.H.  and  to  be  available  also 
to  help  the  Society’s  work.  By  1911  the  Society  reported  that 
the  infant  mortality  had  been  reduced  from  119  to  74  per 
1,000  live  births  but  that  much  serious  illness  was  still  found 
in  babies  left  untreated.  In  spite  of  lack  of  funds  their  work 
continued  through  the  war  years  and  in  1917  it  wasdecided 
to  open  a  Day  Nursery.  One  of  the  first  requirements  for 
this  was  listed  as  a  formalin  vapour  lamp  to  disinfect  children’s 
clothing.  Within  a  few  months  of  the  opening  the  Committee 
resolved  to  give  notice  to  the  Matron  because  of  an  evident 
lack  of  method  and  organisation  and  to  engage  a  Superintend¬ 
ent  with  more  skill,  training  and  experience. 

These  extracts  from  bygone  records  may  serve  to  show 
that  this  Borough,  has  for  long  been  a  leader  in  matters  of 
health,  having  regard  to  its  size  and  resources.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  achievements  of  the  present  health  committee 
and  its  officers  will  stand  comparison  in  the  historian’s  eyes 
with  the  work  of  those  who  went  before  them.  Little  could 
have  been  done  without  the  interest,  backing  and  support 
which  the  Council  has  shown  throughout  my  service  and  for 
which  my  sincerest  thanks  are  due.  One  must  gratefully 
record  also  the  co-operation  of  one’s  colleagues,  in  the  health 
and  other  departments,  so  freely  given  whenever  needed. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year,  1972. 


Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1972 
Area  of  Borough 
Public  open  spaces 

Product  of  Id.  rate,  year  ended  31/3/1972 


...  45,590 

2,875  acres 
126.42  acres 
...  £22,236 


fTotal  number  of  permanent  dwellinghouses  and 

flats,  31/3/1972  .  14,402 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.4 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.2 

Still  Birth  Rate— Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  12.0 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Death  Rate  (Corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.8 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  years  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  20.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

f  Perinatal  Mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  21 


•{•Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres — The  following  Centres  are 
held  within  the  Borough 


62  Holly  Walk 


f  Friday,  10  a.m. 
p  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 


Brunswick  Clinic  .  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2p.m. 


Crown  Way,  Lillington  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 
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The  local  administrative  centre  is  at  Area  Health  Office,  1 
Euston  Square,  Leamington  Spa  ('Phone  27284/5).  Welfare 
Foods  are  available  at  child  welfare  centres. 

Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council’s  Ambu¬ 
lance  Depot  is  at  Montague  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No. 
Warwick  42386). 

C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. — The  town’s  water  is  taken  in  part  from  deep 
wells  or  boreholes  and  in  part  by  abstraction  from  the 
River  Learn.  It  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  frequently 
analysed.  Draycote  reservoir  feeds  the  Willes  Meadow  reser¬ 
voir  via  the  River  Learn  when  the  river  is  at  low  levels. 

1  The  waters  are  of  good  quality,  and  free  from  iron 
deposits  or  tastes  due  to  special  measures  taken.  The  fluoride 
content  of  River  Learn  water  averaged  0.40  p.p.m.  Campion 
Hills  final  water  had  a  fluoride  content  of  up  to  one  part  per 
million  as  the  result  of  monitored  addition  at  the  plant. 

2  Regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
take  place  at  the  laboratory  in  Leamington  Spa.  High  coli- 
form  counts  are,  of  course,  recorded  from  the  River  Learn 
direct  or  from  the  raw  intake  at  Campion  Hills.  After  settle¬ 
ment  and  filtration,  however,  these  are  removed  so  that  it  is 
exceptional  to  find  even  a  few  coliform  organisms  of  Type 
C37  in  the  final  water  supplied  from  there. 

Similar  good  results  were  obtained  from  the  wells  or 
boreholes  at  Campion  Teirace,  Lillington  and  Leicester  Lane. 
Only  two  out  of  over  150  samples  of  treated  water  contained 
any  coliforms  at  all  and  these  were  scanty. 

3  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  contains  no 
excess  of  metallic  elements. 

4  Chlorination  plants  exist  at  sources  of  supply  and  are 
operated  as  required. 

5  15,010  houses  in  the  town  now  have  an  internal 
piped  supply  serving  45,590  persons.  There  are  now  no 
houses  without  an  internal  water  supply. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATERS 

The  following  average  results  of  water  analyses  has  been 
furnished  by  Mr.  B.  Rhodes,  Chief  Chemist  of  the  Water  Board, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  other  information. 
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It  will  be  noted  from  these  results  that  many  of  our 
sources  yield  water  of  high  or  extreme  hardness.  Therefore 
periodically,  demands  have  been  made  for  treatment  to 
soften  the  water.  Apart  from  any  extra  cost  in  so  doing,  a 
number  of  reports  have  been  published  in  recent  years  of 
statistical  studies  into  comparative  mortality  from  heart 
disease  in  hard  and  soft  water  areas.  Results  were  significantly 
to  the  detriment  of  the  latter.  These  scientific  studies  will 
continue  but  meanwhile  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
D.H.S.S.  advised  authorities  against  embarking  upon  new 
schemes  to  soften  mains  supplies. 

South  Warwickshire  Water  Board 
FLUORIDATION 

(1)  The  enclosed  table  includes  average  fluoride  results. 
To  some  extent  these  may  be  misleading — a  dosing  plant 
is  either  OFF  or  ON  (stand-by  plant  is  not  considered 
essential  to  cover  periods  of  maintenance  or  repair). 
Testing  frequency  also  varies  according  to  circumstances, 
e.g.  more  frequent  tests  are  carried  out  when  a  plant  is 
being  commissioned,  when  dosing  is  being  adjusted,  etc. 
The  results  are  on  waters  leaving  a  plant  and  do  not 
necessarily  represent  the  level  at  a  consumer  tap. 

(2)  Unfluoridated  and  fluoridated  waters  mix  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  system  and  until  all  sources  are  being  dosed  distribu¬ 
tion  samples  will  not  necessarily  reflect  plant  performance 
and  plant  samples  will  not  represent  waters  in  distribution. 
Waters  in  distribution  fall  into  four  categories,  viz. : — 

(a)  where  fluoride  level  is  the  natural  fluoride  content 

(b)  where  waters  do  not  mix  in  distribution  and  dosing 
is  operational — the  level  is  then  0.8— IT 

(c)  when  dosing  is  temporarily  off  and  the  level  will 
revert  to  the  natural  level  for  a  period 

(d)  where  mixing  takes  place  in  the  distribution 
system — the  fluoride  level  can  then  fall  between 
the  natural  and  dosed  levels 

(3)  Routine  monitoring  is  carried  out  as  follows : — 

(a)  by  plant  operators — at  the  treatment  plants 

(b)  by  the  laboratory  service — from  treatment  plants 
and  from  distribution  taps 

(c)  by  the  County  Council — from  distribution  taps 
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The  level  is  recorded  automatically  at  Campion  Hills  and 
Clifford  Chambers — where  the  natural  fluoride  level  can  vary. 


Lillington 

Leicester  Lane 

*Final  Leamington 

Location 

{Final) 

( source ) 

A 

B 

Total  Hardness 

...  347 

532 

489 

609 

Alkali  (CaCo3) 

...  233 

165 

188 

275 

Chlorides 

25 

369 

46 

48 

Iron  (Fe) 

...  0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.11 

Manganese  (Mn) 

...  0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.12 

Aluminium  (Al) 

...  0.02 

0.02 

0.05 

0.04 

Free  Ammonia 

...  0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

Fluoride 

...  0.95 

0.48 

0.85 

0.20 

Average  results  of  water  samples. 

A  =  Campion  Hills  B  =  Campion  Terrace  well. 


Swimming  Baths. — The  purification  plant  has  operated 
satisfactorily  and  analyses  were  made  from  time  to  time. 

1971  1972 

Total  number  of  swimmers  ...  ...249,591  218,204 

Weekly  average  (summer)  ...  ...  5,644  5,025 

,,  (winter)  ...  ...  4,181  3,588 

Total  attendances  were  down. 

These  figures  do  not  include  spectators  and  show  a 
marked  drop  compared  with  the  two  preceding  years.  Custom 
was  especially  lacking  during  the  winter  months  although 
there  were  no  epidemics  or  severe  weather  to  account  for  this. 
An  industrial  dispute  in  the  power  industry  led  to  the  closure 
of  the  baths  for  3  weeks  and  therefore  some  of  the  fall  may 
have  been  due  to  this. 

Scavenging. — The  destructor  plant  handled  last  year 
12,910  tons  of  refuse  as  compared  with  11,561  tons  in  1971. 
A  regular  weekly  collection  for  private  households  was  given. 
There  are  separate  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  and  a  bulk  container  service  is  operated. 

E.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Full  information  on  these  matters  will  be  found  in  the 
section  of  this  report  contributed  by  the  Chief  Health  In¬ 
spector,  and  it  will  therefore  not  be  paraphrased  or  duplicated 
here. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  since  1964 
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— 

1967  ... 

— 

— 

1968  ... 

— 

— 

1969  ... 

2 

— 

1970  ... 

13 

— 

1971  ... 

— 

— 

1972  ... 

10 

80 

1  —  2  — 

24  —  6  — 

6  —  5  — 

2  —  14  — 

3  —  9  — 

2  —  2  — 

3—12 
5  —  1  29 

3  —  8  14 


The  notifications  of  food  poisoning  made  the  second  high¬ 
est  total  recorded  in  the  past  decade.  Four  were  members  of  a 
household  of  six.  The  two,  who  escaped,  had  not  eaten  lunch 
at  home  on  the  day  in  question  when  the  food  was  prepared  by 
the  husband.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  variation  in  what  was 
eaten  and  drunk  by  this  man  and  three  children  so  that  a 
cause  was  not  certainly  established.  It  may,  however,  have 
been  significant  that  he  was  engaged  at  the  same  time  in 
decoration  of  the  room  in  which  the  food  was  and  had  been 
painting  from  a  tin  of  green  chromate  primer.  His  wife,  a 
hospital  nurse,  was  absent  on  duty.  She  was  not  affected 
nor  was  their  eldest  son  who  was  staying  that  day  with  rela¬ 
tives  in  town. 


One  single  notification  concerned  a  young  woman  taken 
ill  upon  her  honeymoon  in  Ibiza;  Salmonella  Heidelberg 
was  grown  from  her  faeces.  She  blamed  her  illness  upon  ice¬ 
cream  eaten  at  an  hotel.  Another  young  woman  blamed  an 
attack  of  vomiting  upon  a  bottle  of  ginger  beer  but  this  had 
not  been  preserved  for  sampling. 

No  significant  information  was  yielded  by  full  enquiry 
into  the  other  cases.  Enquiry  was  also  made  into  14  cases  of 
Infective  Hepatitis;  some  link  appeared  to  exist  between 
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five  who  had  family  or  school  connections.  Nothing  useful 
was  learned  from  the  other  investigations  and  one  of  the 
patients,  a  peripatetic  labourer  sharing  lodgings,  left  town 
and  moved  north  while  still  suffering  from  jaundice. 

Measles. — 80  notifications  were  received. 


Whooping  Cough. —  No  cases  were  reported. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Cases 

54 

46 

36 

21 

17 

18 

29 

Deaths  ... 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Cases 

28 

24 

9 

18 

24 

23 

20 

Deaths  ... 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  14  new  notifications 
of  pulmonary  and  6  non-pulmonary  infections  without  any 
death.  In  view  of  the  large  immigrant  population  in  the 
borough  this  can  be  regarded  as  a  satisfactory  recoid. 
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The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  again  at  the 
Pump  Room  Gardens  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month 
and  gave  written  reports  upon  patients  referred  for  investiga¬ 
tion  by  doctors.  The  B.C.G.  vaccination  schemes  continued. 

B.C.G.  vaccine  may  be  given  to: — 

(i)  School  children  in  their  13th  year  who  are  negative 
reactors  to  a  skin  test  (Heaf  Test). 

(ii)  Special  risk  workers. 

e.g.  medical  students,  hospital  nurses,  etc. 

(iii)  Infants  in  contact  with  notified  cases  of  disease. 

The  County  scheme  relates  to  the  first  category. 

The  school  doctors  and  nurses  carried  out  the  customary 
annual  programme  of  tuberculin  tests  at  High  or  Grammar 
Schools  situate  within  your  district. 

(a)  Number  given  Heaf  Tests  ...  692 

(b)  Number  positive  ...  ...  ...  80 

(c)  Negative  reactors  vaccinated  ...  577 

50  positive  reactors  had  chest  X-ray  examinations  and  all 
were  free  from  active  disease. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

If  elderly,  sick  or  infirm  persons  are  living  in  neglected  and 
insanitary  conditions  and  without  proper  care  or  attention  the  Council 
has  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  the  event  of  urgency, 
to  act  on  its  behalf  by  application  before  a  magistrate  or  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  the  removal  of  the  said  person  to  a  hospital 
or  institution,  submitting  the  certificates  of  himself  and  of  a  doctor. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  return  to  his 
home  of  an  elderly  recluse  who  had  earlier  been  removed  therefrom 
by  order  of  the  Court.  During  1972  his  health  steadily  declined  and  this 
time  he  entered  a  geriatric  hospital  of  his  own  free  will.  There  he  later 
died. 

The  deputy  M.O.H.  visited  a  widow  aged  75  years  who  lived  an 
eccentric  and  isolated  life  surrounded  by  many  cats  and  was  stone 
deaf,  abusive  and  aggressive.  She  had  blocked  the  drains  and  let  the 
house  get  into  a  state  of  filth.  The  landlord’s  solicitors  wrote  complain¬ 
ing  that  no  rent  had  been  paid  for  over  a  year  and  eviction  proceedings 
were  taken.  After  eviction  she  spent  two  days  at  the  Sycamores  but 
behaved  so  badly  there  that  she  had  to  be  removed  to  the  Central 
Hospital  as  a  person  suffering  from  mental  illness. 

MORTUARY 

Part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  H.  Barnett.  166  bodies  were 
received  for  post  mortem  examinations  which  were  carried 
out  by  pathologists  acting  upon  the  instructions  of  H.M. 
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Coroner.  This  mortuary  serves  a  wider  area  than  that  of  the 
Borough  and  fees  are  reclaimed  from  Warwickshire  County 
Council  in  respect  of  services  provided  to  assist  the  Coroner’s 
work. 


HOUSING,  1972 

Number  of  houses  built  in  town  during  1972: — 

(a)  By  the  local  Authority  ...  ...  33 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  190 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwelling  houses  31/3/72...  14,402 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  *4,005 

*  Includes  113  prefabricated  bungalows  and  245  purchased 
properties. 

14  houses  were  converted  into  50  flats. 


13 


REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1972 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Reference  to  the  list  of  officers  employed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  show  that  the  inspectorate  was  subjected,  to  short¬ 
ages  again  in  the  middle  of  the  year  which  was  offset  to  a 
minor  degree  by  the  increase  in  the  establishment  to  four 
district  inspectors  from  1st  November.  Tire  increase  was 
found  to  be  necessary  because  of  the  demands  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Environment  for  a  complete  survey  of  the  housing 
position  in  the  Borough  within  a  limited  time,  the  request 
from  the  County  Council  for  information  on  housing  for  the 
Urban  Structure  Plan  and  the  survey  of  the  Council's  mis¬ 
cellaneous  housing  stock.  These  surveys  were  started  during 
the  year  and  will  continue  and  be  finalised  in  1973.  As  will 
be  seen,  housing  has  been  a  major  concern  of  the  Department 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  has  decreased  by  some  16%  due  to  the  efforts  of 
the  inspectorate.  Most  of  these  houses  have  reverted  to  single 
occupation  or  have  been  converted  into  self-contained  flats. 

During  the  year  publicity  was  given  nationally  to  a 
complaint  that  lead  poisoning  had  affected  a  family  due  to 
the  consumption  of  water  from  the  public  supply  which  had 
passed  through  a  water  softener  and  then  through  lead  pipes. 
The  publicity  led  to  enquiries  being  received  from  many 
parts  of  the  country  about  the  safety  of  water  supplies. 
It  should  be  stated  that  the  local  supply,  provided  by  the 
South  West  Warwickshire  Water  Board  is  hard  and  will  not 
pick  up  lead  from  the  supply  pipes  if  it  is  consumed  as  supplied. 

Smoke  Control  has  progressed  as  envisaged  by  the 
Council  and  Order  No.  10  became  operative  on  1st  July  and 
Orders  Nos.  11  and  12  became  operative  on  1st  November. 
Orders  Nos.  13  and  14  weie  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  for  confirmation.  Approximately  6,500 
premises  in  1,100  acres  of  the  Borough  are  covered  by  operative 
Smoke  Control  Orders. 

In  the  industrial  field  the  major  source  of  pollution  has 
again  been  the  Ford  Motor  Company’s  foundry  but  great 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  planning  for  the  adoption  of 
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the  coreless  induction  system  of  melting.  The  Council  spon¬ 
sored  my  visit  to  the  United  States  in  September  to  study  this 
method  of  melting  metal  and  the  problems  of  grit  and  fume 
arrestation  and  I  would  express  my  gratitude  for  the  foresight 
in  permitting  this  visit.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Company  agreed  to  the  project  going  ahead  and  had  accepted 
the  financial  implications. 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  unsatisfactory  food 
rose  sharply  again  this  year  due,  I  would  suggest,  to  a  greater 
public  awareness.  Four  cases  were  taken  to  the  Magistrate’s 
Court  and  fines  totalling  £115  were  imposed.  Over  1,000 
carcases  of  lamb  and  5,300  cai'tons  of  chickens  were  inspected 
under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations.  These  formed  con¬ 
signments  from  abroad  which  come  through  the  port  of  entry 
in  sealed  containers  and  are  notified  to  the  Department  by 
the  Port  Health  Authority  as  requiring  inspection  on  arrival. 
Due  to  good  relations  with  the  importer  the  inspectorate  had 
often  inspected  the  meat  before  the  official  notification 
arrived. 

It  will  be  noted  that  17  accidents  were  reported  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
and  in  one  case  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  against 
the  employer  for  failing  adequately  to  guard  a  machine. 
The  number  of  accidents  reported  is  extremely  low  considering 
the  number  of  employees  working  in  premises  covered  by  the 
Act  and  one  wonders  if  all  accidents  are  notified. 

The  year  has  seen  the  start  of  preparations  for  the  re¬ 
organisation  of  Local  Government  and  negotiations  are  taking 
place  with  the  three  authorities  with  whom  this  Borough  will 
amalgamate.  A  report  has  been  prepared  by  the  four  Chief 
Inspectors  on  the  Environmental  Health  Services  for  the 
Warwick  District  Council  for  the  consideration  of  the  Joint 
Advisorv  Committee. 

R.  PEEL, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


Improvement  Grants,  Mortgages  and  Qualification  Certificates 

21  houses  were  inspected  and  schedules  of  disrepair 
prepared  preparatory  to  consideration  for  grant  approval. 

63  houses  were  inspected  to  assess  the  term  of  mortgage. 

20  houses  were  inspected  and  recommendations  made  on 
applications  for  qualification  certificates. 

Clearance  Areas 

Two  clearance  areas  were  surveyed,  one  of  which  was 
represented  to  the  Council  including  31  unfit  houses.  The 
Council  decided  to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Housing  & 
Health  Committee  to  avail  the  residents  of  the  opportunity 
of  consultation. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  official  representa¬ 
tions  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clearance  Orders 

or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  confirmed  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Number  in  respect  of  which  official  representations  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Parts  of  Buildings 

Number  in  respect  of  which  official  representations 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

As  a  result  of  constant  vigilance,  and  in  my  opinion, 
particularly  the  use  of  section  19  (1)  of  the  1961  Housing  Act, 
the  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  on  the  Register 
has  fallen  from  559  to  470. 

Those  removed  from  the  Register  have  either  reverted  to 
single  occupation  or  been  converted  into  self-contained  flats. 

There  were  470  houses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  1,005  visits  were  made.  Details  of  notices  served 
are  given  below: 
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Act  and  Section 

Subject 

matter 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Housing  Act,  1957 — 
Section  90 

Overcrowding 

3 

9 

Housing  Act,  1961 — 
Section  15 

Facilities 

34 

48 

Housing  Act,  1961 — 
Section  19  (1)  and 
Housing  Act,  1969 — 

Direction  as  to 
numbers  and 

y  32 

Section  62 

households 

J 

The  owner  of  a  house  in  multiple  occupation  was  fined 
£40  for  contravening  a  Direction  to  Prevent  Overcrowding 
in  the  house.  Another  owner  was  fined  £10  for  a  similar 
offence. 

Action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Notices  Complied 


served 

with 

Section  39.  Repairs  to  drains,  etc. 

12 

18 

Section  45.  Repairs  to  waterclosets 

Section  80.  Sanitary  accommodation  in 

1 

3 

refreshment  houses 

3 

3 

Section  93.  Nuisances 

86 

80 

Section  17.  Obstructed  drains 

Section  44.  Provision  of  suitable  closet 

23 

23 

accommodation 

— 

— 

Section  56.  Paving  of  yards,  etc.  ... 

FOOD 

r 

1 

Sampling 

137  informal  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  who  certified  136  to  be  genuine  with  a  proviso 
that  one  sample  labelled  Medium  Hot  Curry  would  be  more 
appropriately  described  as  Curry  Sauce.  This  has  been  drawn 
to  the  attention  of  the  maufacturers.  The  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  of  pork  sausage  which  contained  preservative 
but  this  was  not  declared  on  the  wrapping  or  by  notice  in  the 
shop.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  permanent 
notice  in  the  shop  had  been  removed  during  redecoration.  It 
has  since  been  replaced. 

Food  complaints 

72  complaints  of  unsatisfactory  food  were  leceived. 
After  investigation  it  was  decided  to  send  cautionary  letters 
in  34  cases  and  prosecutions  were  authorised  in  a  furthei  5. 
One  case  is  pending  and  the  findings  of  the  Court  on  the  four 
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cases  heard  during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

For  selling  mouldy  cheese  ...  ...  Fined  £15 

For  selling  mouldy  beefburger  fritters  Fined  £15  with  £5  costs 
For  selling  peanuts  containing  glass  Fined  £25  with  £2  costs 
For  selling  mouldy  sliced  loaf  of 

bread  ...  ...  ...  ...  Fined  £60  with  £5  costs 


Imported  Food  Regulations 

The  following  items  of  imported  food  were  examined  and 
where  necessary,  unsound  items  were  condemned  and  des¬ 
troyed.  The  food  arrived  direct  from  the  docks  and  this 
department  was  notified  in  each  case  by  the  port  health 
authority  that  it  had  not  been  inspected  prior  to  despatch 
from  the  docks : 

1,061  carcases  of  Australian  Lamb 
5,378  cartons  of  chickens 


Food  Hygiene 

939  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  resulting  in  84 
letters  being  sent  calling  attention  to  contraventions  of  the 
regulations.  In  86  cases  contraventions  were  found  to  have 
been  remedied  when  the  premises  were  re-inspected. 

Food  Premises  Subject  To  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Trade  carried  on 

No.  of  premises 

Licensed  premises 

68 

Hotels 

25 

Hostels  and  homes  ... 

24 

Clubs  ... 

15 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

35 

Church  halls  etc. 

6 

Places  of  entertainment 

4 

Grocers  and  provision  merchants 

49 

Bakers  and  flour  confectioners 

20 

Sugar  confectioners  ... 

33 

Fishmongers  and  fish  fryers 

16 

Butchers 

30 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

18 

Chemists 

11 

General  shops... 

40 

Food  factories 

5 

Canteens  ...  ...  ... 

26 

Supermarkets 

6 

Miscellaneous 

9 

Take-away  food  premises  ... 

10 

Frozen  food  stores  ... 

2 
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Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  &  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations 
1966 

A  man  operating  a  lorry  used  for  vending  fruit  and 
vegetables  was  fined  £60  with  £5  costs  for  contravening  the 
Regulations. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  department  gave  seventeen  talks  and  demonstrations 
at  schools,  to  various  organisations  and  to  the  employees  of 
some  of  the  larger  stores  during  the  year. 

A  further  course  for  food  handlers,  leading  to  the  Certifi¬ 
cate  Examination  in  Food  Hygiene  and  the  Handling  of  Food 
of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  was 
held  during  the  winter  term  at  the  College  of  Further  Educa¬ 
tion,  the  lectures  being  given  by  a  member  of  the  staff.  Of 
eleven  candidates,  ten  were  successful. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Training  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Constabulary  to 
second  to  this  department  Police  Cadets  for  a  short  period, 
so  that  they  may  be  aware  of  the  duties  of  the  inspectorate 
and  the  close  contact  that  they  have  with  members  of  the 
public.  The  arrangement  has  proved  to  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  cadets,  and  to  the  department  and  will  lead  to  much 
closer  liaison  in  the  future. 

Increasingly,  requests  are  received  from  scholars  studying 
for  C.S.E.,  G.C.E.  “O”  and  “A”  level  examinations  for 
assistance  and  information  on  the  problems  of  the  environ¬ 
ment  for  the  preparation  of  projects  associated  with  examina¬ 
tions  in  Human  Biology,  Environmental  Hygiene  and  Domestic 
Science.  Every  effort  is  made  to  satisfy  these  requests  even 
though  they  may  be  time  consuming.  An  alternative  would 
be  to  increase  the  number  of  talks  to  educational  institutions. 


Unsound  food 


The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  were  surrendered 
for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption : 


Meat  ... 

Cooked  meat 
Canned  meat  . . . 
Other  canned  foods 
Frozen  foods  ... 
Other  foods  ... 

Ice  cream 
Fish 


1,230  lbs. 
23  lbs. 
53  lbs. 
1,598  lbs. 
1,266  lbs. 
791  lbs. 
570  lbs. 
28  lbs. 
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Milk 


77  valid  dealers’  (pre-packed  milk)  licences  were  in 
operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below : 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tests 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Untreated 

— 

Methylene 

Blue 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

207 

Methylene 

Blue 

196 

— 

9 

Phosphatase 

205 

— 

1 

Sterilised 

45 

Turbidity 

45 

■ — 

— 

Ultra-Heat 

Treated 

17 

Colony  Count 

17 

— 

— 

Nine  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the 
methylene  blue  test  and  one  the  phosphatase  test.  Details 
of  the  sample  results  were  sent  to  the  licensing  authority  for 
the  area  in  which  the  milk  was  pasteurised. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 

Six  complaints  were  received  about  dirty  milk  bottles  or 
bottles  containing  foreign  bodies.  The  following  action  was 
taken : 

1  A  complaint  was  received  about  a  milk  bottle  having 
dirt  adhering  to  the  internal  surface.  The  complaint 
was  passed  to  the  authority,  in  whose  area  the  dairy  is 
situated  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted.  The 
action  was  successful  and  the  dairy  was  fined  £5. 

2  A  complaint  was  received  about  a  milk  bottle  having 
dirty  marks  on  the  interior  surface.  The  complainant 
would  not  appear  as  a  witness  due  to  infirmity  and  a 
caution  was  sent  to  the  dairy  company. 

3  A  complaint  was  received  about  a  milk  bottle  having 
brown  specks  on  the  internal  surface.  The  complaint 
was  passed  to  the  authority  in  whose  area  the  bottling 
plant  is  located  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that 
the  specks  of  matter  were  similar  to  iron  filings  fused 
onto  the  glass  of  the  bottle,  which  could  not  be  removed. 
The  dairy  was  cautioned. 
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4,5,6  Complaints  were  received  about  a  milk  bottle  with  a 
white  deposit  in  the  bottom,  a  milk  bottle  with  an  oily 
deposit  and  a  milk  bottle  containing  a  piece  of  putty. 
These  three  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
authority  in  whose  area  the  dairy  is  situated. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  142  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  198  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  classified  as  follows : 


Grade  I  ... 


160 

20 

6 

4 


Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


8  samples  were  not  tested  due  to  a  technical  fault  at  the 
laboratory. 

10  samples  were  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory,  three  of 
these  were  from  mobile  vendors  and  the  authority  from  which 
they  came  was  notified  so  that  the  premises  where  the  equip¬ 
ment  was  sterilised  could  be  examined.  Five  of  the  samples 
were  from  restaurant  and  cafe  kitchens,  where  as  last  year, 
the  failure  is  probably  due  to  leaving  the  lid  off  the  container 
for  long  periods  or  even  withdrawing  the  container  from  the 
refrigerator  for  relatively  long  periods  to  facilitate  ease  of 
serving.  The  other  two  samples  which  were  unsatisfactory 
were  from  normal  retail  outlets  and  it  has  been  found  that  on 
occasions  these  two  retailers  have  received  deliveries  from  the 
wholesaler  in  an  uninsulated  van.  The  appropriate  action  has 
been  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  practice. 


CLEAN  AIR 


Applications  for  Prior  Approval 

Seven  applications  were  received  for  prior  approval  of 
new  boiler  installations  and  were  approved  as  submitted. 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

Smoke  Control  Order  No.  10  came  into  operation  on 
1st  July  1972  and  Smoke  Control  Orders  Nos.  11  and  12  came 
into  operation  on  1st  November  1972. 

Smoke  Control  Order  No.  13  was  made  by  the  Council  on 
1st  November  1972  and  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  14  was 
made  on  13th  December  1972.  Both  await  confirmation  by 
the  Department  of  the  Environment. 
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Approximately  6,500  dwellings  are  now  subject  to  Smoke 
Control  Orders. 

Recording  Instruments 

The  two  8-port  volumetric  instruments  were  in  operation 
during  the  year,  with  some  interruption  during  the  electricity 
supply  strikes,  at  the  Mid- Warwickshire  College  of  Further 
Education  and  the  Waterworks,  Campion  Terrace.  The 
deposit  gauge  at  Victoria  Park  was  also  in  use. 

A  summary  of  the  information  obtained  is  shown  on  the 
accompanying  graphs. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  from  the  melting  of  Iron  and  Steel 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  cold  blast  cupolas  at 
Ford's  Foundry  comply  with  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  in  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government 
circular  issued  in  1968,  the  town  has  suffered  considerable 
nuisance  from  the  fumes.  All  attempts  by  this  department, 
with  the  full  co-operation  of  the  company,  to  improve  condi¬ 
tions  with  the  existing  plant  have  had  minimal  effect.  During 
the  course  of  the  year  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the 
head  of  the  spark  arrestors  was  increased  and  the  resultant 
grit  arrested  was  250%  greater  than  before.  Discussions 
had  been  taking  place  between  the  company  and  myself  for 
some  time,  on  the  possibility  of  changing  the  method  of 
melting,  and  whilst  we  agreed  on  most  points,  there  was 
dissension  on  the  degree  of  the  need  foi  gas  cleaning  on  the 
coreless  induction  furnace.  There  being  no  similar  plant  in  the 
country  from  which  to  gain  experience,  the  Corporation 
decided  to  send  me  to  North  America,  at  the  expense  of  the 
local  authority,  to  join  a  party  of  Ford  Motor  Company 
executives  to  study  the  various  methods  of  iron  and  steel 
melting  and  particularly  the  mode  of  grit  arrestation  em¬ 
ployed  to  comply  with  the  more  stringent  legislation  in  force 
in  the  United  States  of  America.  A  full  report  on  my  visit 
and  the  programme  for  the  replacement  of  the  cupolas  by  the 
coreless  induction  method  of  melting  plant  was  submitted  to 
the  Council. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

75  additional  premises  were  registered,  all  received  a 
general  inspection  and  the  contraventions  found  were  notified 
to  the  persons  concerned.  A  total  of  585  visits  were  made  to 
registered  premises  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  defects  remedied. 
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CONTRAVENTIONS 


Relating  to 

Cleanliness  ... 

Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Thermometer 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Washing  facilities  ... 
Drinking  Water 

Accommodation  for  outdoor 
clothing 

Seats  for  employees 

Eating  facilities 

Condition  of  floors,  passages 
and  stairs 

Fencing  of  machinery 

Exposure  of  young  persons 
to  danger  in  cleaning 
machinery 

Training  and  supervision  of 
persons  working  at  dan¬ 
gerous  machines 

Dangerous  condition  and 
practices  (including  lifts 
and  hoists) 

First  aid  equipment 

Abstract  of  the  Act 

Totals 


Notified 

previously 

Remedied 

1972  previously  1972 

257 

9 

239 

23 

13 

1 

11 

3 

110 

2 

105 

7 

441 

25 

422 

39 

149 

13 

129 

27 

66 

1 

62 

5 

298 

6 

286 

16 

288 

8 

283 

12 

22 

1 

19 

4 

50 

3 

46 

7 

32 

— 

30 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

265 

16 

248 

29 

90 

3 

87 

6 

8 

— 

8 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

32 

9 

27 

8 

293 

27 

275 

38 

540 

34 

518 

48 

2,960 

158 

2,800 

275 

26 


Accidents 

17  non-fatal  accidents  were  notified  and  10  were  investi¬ 
gated.  One  of  the  accidents  was  due  to  a  contravention  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act,  i.e.  failure  adequately  to  guard  a 
dangerous  machine.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  this 
case  and  a  fine  of  £50  was  imposed  with  £3  costs. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec¬ 
tion  during 
the  year 

Offices 

40 

260 

25 

Retail  shops 

25 

443 

77 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

4 

38 

9 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments,  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  ... 

6 

83 

25 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

3 

— 

Totals 

75 

927 

136 

FACTORIES 

INSPECTIONS 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Factories  where  mechanical 
power  is  not  used 

14 

5 

— 

Factories  where  mechanical 
power  is  used  ... 

236 

91 

11 

Other  premises  such  as  building 
sites  etc. 

10 

2 

-  ..  . 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED 


Particulars 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

rem¬ 

edied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) : — Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

10 

4 

— 

1 

Noise 

Fourteen  complaints  of  noise  were  investigated  during 
the  year  and  all  were  resolved  informally.  Four  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  were  of  animal  origin,  three  of  barking  dogs  and  one 
caused  by  the  crowing  of  three  cockerels.  Only  one  complaint 
was  made  about  amplified  music  and  this  has  not  recurred. 
Two  complaints  about  pneumatic  drills  were  investigated  and 
in  both  cases  muffles  were  in  use;  in  one  instance  the  drill  was 
being  used  on  the  floor  of  a  concrete  and  steel  section  building 
and  no  solution  was  found  to  the  resultant  vibration  through 
the  occupied  offices  in  the  building.  One  complaint  was 
received  about  car  breaking  on  an  allotment  garden  which 
ceased  as  soon  as  investigations  started!  A  complaint  was 
received  from  a  householder  about  a  tapping  noise  in  the  night, 
it  was  eventually  found  that  this  was  caused  by  a  wakeful 
toddler  rocking  his  cot  against  the  opposite  side  of  the  party 
wall. 


The  remainder  of  the  complaints  were  of  machinery  noise 
and  the  following  action  was  taken : — 


(1)  Air  conditioning  plant  - — 

(2)  Air  compressor  — 

(3)  Pump  at  swimming  pool 

construction  — 

(4)  Noise  from  transformer  — 

(5)  Noise  from  sheet  metal 

factory  — 


acoustical  shroud  provided 
acoustical  shroud  provided 

temporary  source 
investigation  in  progress 

adjusted  working  hours  for 
offending  operation 


National  Assistance  Act  1948 

When  no  person  can  be  found  to  make  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the  deceased  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  local  authority  so  to  do.  During  the  year  two  interments 
were  arranged  by  the  department. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Private 

Business 

Council 

Others 

Properties  inspected 

354 

43 

18 

8 

Treatments  ... 

113 

45 

18 

8 

Re-treatments 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Number  of  visits 

1376 

112 

50 

8 

All  accessible  manholes  on  the  sewerage  system  were 
treated  at  least  once  and  some  in  the  town  centre  received  a 
second  treatment.  A  total  of  1,591  manholes  were  baited. 
The  river  and  canal  banks  were  inspected  and  treated  during 
the  year. 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfested  ...  ...  4 

Bundles  of  bedding  disinfested  ...  ...  7 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 


Persons  bathed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wasps  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Summary  of  visits  and  inspections 

Housing  Act 

Housing  inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  638 

Inspections  of  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  ...  1,005 

Visits  for  Qualification  Certificates  ...  ...  85 

Housing  Survey  Visits  .  .  1,095 

Public  Health  Act 

Visits  re:  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  446 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  488 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  404 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  171 

Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 

Initial  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  346 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Inspection  of  food  premises 
Inspection  of  food  hawkers 
Visits  re  food  complaints 
Sampling:  Food  &  Drugs  and 
Factories  Act  ... 

Clean  Air  Act 
Noise  A batement  Act 
Pet  Animals  Act 
Health  Education 
Court 

M  iscellaneous 
Ineffectual 


.  939 

.  23 

.  217 

bacteriological  ...  767 

.  84 

.  1,934 

.  46 

.  4 

35 

.  8 

.  222 

.  1,125 
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Table  I 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1972 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

^  Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

N 

2tt. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  al 

1  Ages. 

c 

V 

£ 

3 

3 

-t*.  Crude  Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Nett  Births. 

U 

<D 

s 

3 

% 

7 

<L> 

•+-* 

C3 

Pi 

8 

1963 

43,560 

936 

21.4 

16 

17.1 

554 

12.5 

1964 

44,300 

926 

20.9 

21 

22.7 

571 

12.9 

1965 

44,450 

967 

21.8 

18 

18.6 

538 

12.1 

1966 

44,700 

952 

21.3 

19 

20.0 

541 

12.1 

1967 

44,860 

895 

20.0 

11 

12.3 

520 

11.6 

1968 

44,970 

860 

19.1 

24 

28.0 

500 

11.1 

1969 

45,090 

850 

18.6 

15 

18.0 

535 

11.9 

1970 

46,140 

831 

18.0 

9 

11.0 

531 

11.5 

1971 

45,010 

752 

16.7 

14 

19.0 

562 

12.5 

1972 

45,590 

748 

16.4 

15 

20.0 

523 

11.5 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1972. 

England  and  Wales. 


Birthrate,  Deathrate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1972. 

[Provisional  Figures ). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


Live 

Still  Births 

Deaths  under 

Births. 

per 

Deaths. 

one  year  to 

1,000  Births. 

1,000  Births 

14.8 

12.0 

12.1 

17.0 

England  and  Wales 


31 


Table  II. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1972. 


Number  of  Cases  notified. 

O 

> 

At  Ages — Years. 

£13 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Ages 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

1  5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

a 

V)  00 

O 

o 

05  ~ 

O 

H 

Small-pox  ... 

Leptospirosis 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup) 

Yellow  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

1 

6 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

Typhoid  Fever 

Tetanus 

Anthrax  . 

Dysentery 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 

Acute  Meningitis  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis) 

Whooping  Cough 

Infective  Jaundice 

3 

3 

1 

1 

14 

6 

5 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

1 

1 

80 

4 

38 

37 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

14 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

6 

2 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

10 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

137 

6 

46 

52 

15 

12 

2 

4 

— 
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Table  III. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1972 


LIST  B  (CAUSES  OF  DEATH) 

MALES 

FEMALES 

18  Other  Infective  or  parasitic  disease... 

1 

— 

19  (1)  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Buccal) 

3 

— 

19  (2)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

— 

2 

19  (3)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

1 

19  (4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine 

4 

6 

19(5)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Larynx 

J 

— 

19  (6)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  Bronchus 

16 

7 

19  (7)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

14 

19  (8)  Cancer — Uterus 

— 

3 

19  (9)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

2 

— 

19  (lO)Leukaemia  ... 

3 

2 

19  (U)Other  Malignant  Neoplasm 

15 

7 

20  Benign  neoplasm 

— 

2 

21  Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

— 

23  Anaemias 

— 

1 

26  Rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

5 

27  Hypertensive  disease 

2 

6 

28  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

65 

48 

29  Other  heart  disease  ... 

12 

15 

30  Cerebro-vascular  disease 

27 

46 

31  Influenza 

1 

2 

32  Pneumonia 

17 

20 

33  (1)  Bronchitis/Emphysema 

15 

5 

33  (2)  Asthma 

— 

2 

34  Peptic  ulcer  ... 

3 

— 

36  Intestinal  obstruction,  Hernia 

1 

— 

37  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

38  Nephritis,  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

39  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

42  Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

5 

43  Birth  injury,  Labor  etc. 

1 

1 

44  Other  perinatal  mortality  ... 

3 

1 

45  Ill  defined  conditions 

— 

4 

46  All  other  diseases 

36 

45 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

6 

4 

BE48  All  other  accidents  ... 

2 

13 

BE49  Suicide,  etc.  ... 

3 

— 

BE50  All  other  external  causes 

1 

— 

All  Causes 

254 

269 
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